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because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such an
extent that no meaningful international search can be cartied out, specifically:

3. £ Claims Nos.:
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box No. I Ohservations where unity of invention is lacking (Continnation of item 3 of first sheet)
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1§ As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2. {7 As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment of
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3. {7 Asonly some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this intemational search report covers
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4. ¥ No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
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D1: JP 2004-243136 A (QLYMPUS CORPCRATION)
2004.09.02, paragraphs [0083]-[00%3], Fig. 15
(Familvy:ncne)

The claims can be grouped into eight inventions as explained helow:
(Invention 1) claims 1-4

D1 discloses an adaptor 552, which is attached to an endoscope 335
and having an arc guiding surface 559, and an arm 14 having an adaptor
attachment / detachment portion 551 which engages with the adaptor
552 (see paragraphs [0083]1-[0090][0092], Fig. 15).

D1 alsc discloses that an adaptor 552 engages with an arm
14 having an adaptor attachment / detachment portion 551 when an edge
56ha of a knob 565 engages with a hole 557 of an adaptor B52 (see
paragraph [0091]}).

D1 alsc discloses that a user can engage an adaptor 552
with an adaptor attachment / detachment portion 551 with only one
action (see paragraph [0093]).

Therefore, claims 1-3 lack novelty over Dl and include no special
technical features. However, claim 4, which is a dependent claim of
claim 1, includes "the docking block is rectangular in shape along
the longitudinal axis™ as a special technical feature.

Therefore, claims 1-4 are grouped into Invention 1.

(Invention 2) claims 5-10

Claims 5-10 and claim 1 in Invention 1 include a common technical
feature, i.e., an endoscopy system having a docking mechanism.

However, sald technical feature does not make any contributicn over
the prior art in light of the disclosure of D1 (see especially
[0083]-[0093], Fig. 15), and therefore does not constitute a special
technical feature.

In addition, claims 5=10 and claim 1 involve no other same or
corresponding special technical features. Further, claims 5-10 are
nct dependent claims of claim 1. Those claims 5-10 are neither
substantially identical, nor similarly closely related, with any
claim grouped into Invention 1.

Therefore, claims 5-10 cannot be grouped into Invention 1. Then,
claims 5-10 include an endoscopy system having a docking mechanism
and a braking control function as a special technical feature, thus
they are grouped intc Inventicn 2.

(see a next extra sheet)

Form PCT/ASA/210 (extra sheet) (January 2015)
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{(Invention 3) claims 11-21

Claims 11-21 and claim 1 in Invention 1 include a commcn technical
feature, i.e., an endoscope comprising a control body.

However, sald technical feature does not make any contribution cver
the prior art in light of the disclosure of D1 (see especially
[0083]-[0093], Fig. 15), and therefore does not constitute a special
technical feature.

In addition, claims 11-21 and claim 1 involve no other same or
corresponding special technical features. Further, claims 11-21 are
not dependent claims of claim 1. Those claims 11-21 are neither
substantially identical, nor similarly closely related, with any
claim grouped into Invention 1.

Therefore, claims 11-21 cannot be grouped into Invention 1. Then,
claims 11-21 include an endoscopy system having “a tension controller
sending a ccmmand to the tension actuators based on an input” as a
special technical feature, thus they are grouped intoc Invention 3.

(Invention 4) claims 22-31

Claims 22-31 and claim 1 in Invention 1 include a commcn technical
feature, i.e., an endoscopy system comprising an endoscope.

However, sald technical feature does not make any contribution cover
the prior art in light of the disclosure of D1 (see especially
[0083]1-[0093], Fig. 15), and therefore does not constitute a special
technical feature.

In addition, claims 22=31 and claim 1 involve no other same or
corresponding special technical features. Further, claims 22-31 are
nct dependent claims of claim 1. Those claims 22-31 are neither
substantially identical, nor similarly closely related, with any
claim grouped into Invention 1.

Therefore, claims 22-31 cannot be grouped into Invention 1. Then,
claims 22-31 include an endoscopy system having “an endoscope memory
chip for digitally storing data for the plurality of lumen lengths”
as a special technical feature, thus they are grouped into Invention
4,

(see a next extra sheet)

Form PCT/ASA/210 (extra sheet) (January 2015)
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{Invention 5) claims 32-38

Claims 32-38 and claim 1 in Invention 1 include a commcn technical
feature, i.e., an endoscopy system comprising an endoscope with a
control bedy.

However, said technical feature does nct make any contributicn over
the prior art in light of the disclosure of D1 (see especially
[0083]-[0023], Fig. 15), and therefore does not constitute a special
technical feature.

In addition, claims 32-38 and claim 1 involwve no other same or
corresponding special technical features. Further, claims 32-38 are
not dependent claims of ¢laim 1. Those claims 32-38 are neither
substantially identical, nor similarly closely related, with any
claim grouped into Invention 1.

Therefore, claims 32-38 cannot be grouped into Invention 1. Then,
claims 32-38 include “a pricrity ccentrol module for processing one
or more control signals from the first user interface and the second
user interface basedon a set pricrity” as a special technical feature,
thus they are grouped into Invention 5,

(Invention 6) claims 39-43

Claims 39-43 and claim 1 in Invention 1 include a common technical
feature, i.e., an endoscopy system comprising an endoscope and a
decking station with a docking mechanism.

However, said technical feature does not make any contribution over
the prior art in light of the disclosure of D1 (see especially
[0083]-[0093], Fig. 15), and therefore does not constitute a special
technical feature.

In addition, claims 39-43 and claim 1 involve no other same or
corresponding special technical features. Further, claims 39-43 are
not dependent claims of claim 1. Those claims 39-43 are neither
substantially identical, nor similarly cleosely related, with any
claim grouped into Invention 1.

Therefore, claims 39-43 cannot be grouped into Invention 1. Then,
claims 39-43 include “in the resting home positicn, the imaging
endoscope is located in direct line from at least one of the nozzles
and a water nozzle; in the working home position, the distal end of
the imaging endoscope protrudes from the distal end of the transport
endoscope” as a special technical feature, thus they are grouped into
Invention 6.

(see a next extra sheet)

Form PCT/ASA/210 (extra sheet) (January 2015)
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(Invention 7) claims 44-50

Claims 44-50 and claim 1 in Invention 1 include a common technical
feature, i.e., an endoscope.

However, sald technical feature does not make any contribution cver
the prior art in light of the disclosure of D1 (see especially
[0083]-[0093], Fig. 15), and therefore does not constitute a special
technical feature.

In addition, claims 44=50 and claim 1 involve no other same or
corresponding special technical features. Further, claims 39-43 are
not dependent claims of claim 1. Those claims 39-43 are neither
substantially identical, nor similarly closely related, with any
claim grouped into Invention 1.

Therefore, claims 44-50 cannot be grouped into Invention 1. Then,
claims 44-50 include “a first quadrant, a second quadrant, a third
quadrant and a fourth quadrant arranged cn the distal end face” as
a special technical feature, thus they are grouped into Invention 7.

(Invention 8) claims 51-57

Claims 51-57 and claim 1 in Invention 1 include a commcn technical
feature, i.e., an endoscope.

However, sald technical feature does not make any contribution cover
the prior art in light of the disclosure of D1 (see especially
[0083]1-[0093], Fig. 15), and therefore does not constitute a special
technical feature.

In addition, claims 51=57 and claim 1 involve no other same or
corresponding special technical features. Further, claims 51-57 are
nct dependent claims of claim 1. Those claims 51-57 are neither
substantially identical, nor similarly closely related, with any
claim grouped into Invention 1.

Therefore, claims 51-57 cannot be grouped into Invention 1. Then,
claims 51-57 include “one or more position markers attached to each
of the medical tools; and one cr more pcsition sensors located
sufficiently proximal to the distal end cf the endoscope for generating
surgical instrument position informaticn” as a special technical
feature, thus they are grouped into Invention 8,

Form PCT/ASA/210 (extra sheet) (January 2015)
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